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April 27, 2021 

 City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 

Oakland, CA 94612 

VIA EMAIL 

PVollmann@oaklandca.gov 

 Re:  Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project 

(ER18-016) 

 Dear Mr. Vollmann, 

Thank you for receiving these comments and sharing them with the Planning Commission.  I 

have submitted more detailed comments within the Oakland Chinatown Coalition’s letter and 

am here providing additional thoughts and emphases, as an active member of Oakland’s 

cultural enterprise community and as a long time artist and activist in Oakland.  

I am writing to express deep concerns about the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for 

the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016).  

1. This proposed project and the DEIR does not adequately incorporate viable equity 

outcomes as consistent mitigation measures throughout the entire document.  

2. The DEIR does not calculate the loss of industrial zoning and its impact on the Creative 

Economy in Oakland.  As you know, if we don’t include the Port, Oakland has only 3%-

4% industrial zoned lands having converted thousands of square feet to residential uses. 

The comparison between sustainable advanced and traditional manufacturing jobs and 

the primarily office and service industry jobs is inadequate.   

The DEIR states:  

Pg. 4.10-p27: "To date, City’s zoning regulations have not been enforced, nor has the 
Port developed any zoning regulations, for the approximately 50-acre portion of the 
Project site located with the Port Area." Where is the accountability on this lack of 
enforcement? How will communities be assured of any future accountability?  

3. The DEIR does not include any provisions or alternative reparation or restitution for the 

Rancho Uplands portion of the Howard Terminal area.  Can the City honestly say that 

they have included Indigenous Peoples’ groups in this planning effort to discuss this 3rd 

round of lands takings for private profit? This is PUBLIC land and original stewards 

MUST BE INVOLVED. 
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4. Affordable Housing: The DEIR does not only not specify if or how much affordable 

housing will be built nor does it specify the percentage AMI requirements that should be 

met. Lack of truly affordable housing and houselessness is a public health issue.  

a. The DEIR does not outline any ownership or pathways to ownership of any of the 

residential units allowing highly profitable rentals to continue to flood the 

market and spread gentrification even further.   

b. The DEIR says that the program may involve paying impact fees. There needs to 

be analysis that compares the Affordable Housing Impact Fees collected to date 

and see if the mitigating housing units have been built and if not re-apportion 

additional requirements to this project. There is simply not enough data on the 

proposed residential units.   

c. The DEIR absolutely does not adequately address the proposed projects’ impact 

of toxic contamination or pollution impact and how community serious of a 

public health concern this is on a community in West Oakland that has already 

borne the brunt of toxicity due to Port activities. 

5. The DEIR has not adequately publicized the Community Benefits Agreements to allow 

for more input from community and to determine if they adequately mitigate the 

negative impacts of this project.   

The City of  Oakland cannot make an informed decision on whether to proceed with this project 

and should not until the DEIR is revised and then, and only then, recirculate a revised DEIR that 

will provide members of the public, Indigenous Communities and decision makers with 

accurate and transparent analysis and clear, community driven mitigation measures.  

Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely,  

Hiroko Kurihara 

Arts + Garage District,  

CAST Cultural Arts Strategist, 

OACC Advisory Board 

Chinatown Community Coalition 
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